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WEATHER
sday: Partly cloudy.
Jh in the upper 70s.
riday: Partly cloudy.
gh in the lower 70s.

Get current weather
www.chippewa.com
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But the owner of Lauer
Custom Weaponry laughs
at folly of proposed law.

By MARK GUNDERMAN
The Chippewa Herald

On Tuesday, Steve Lauer expect-
ed a typical day of frantically try-
ing to meet orders for his popular
DuraCoat gun finishing product at
his Lake Hallie business.

Instead, he spent most of the
morning on the phone with the
New York media, asking him how
he felt about the mayor of that
major city suggesting that he is
“sick” and “twisted.”

Lauer had no idea Mayor Michael
Bloomberg had an opinion of his
company. Once he learned what it
was all about, Lauer was amused.

“The mayor is confused,” Lauer
said Tuesday, repeating his usual
response to New York media
queries after he learned that
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Bloomberg has sin-
gled out Lauer
Custom Weaponry
in a press confer-
ence.

Basically, the
controversy is over
use of Lauer’s
DuraCoat product
to make a real gun
look like a toy gun, though there is
no evidence that has ever hap;
pened.

In 1999, New York City enacted
a law requiring all toy guns to be
certain pastel or fluorescent colors
so that children would be prevented
from mistaking a toy gun for a real
one and so that police could also
make that quick distinction.

Lauer’s DuraCoat product, as well
as products by other companies in
the field, allow gun owners to
change the color of their guns,

Lauer

SEE GUNS, PAGE A2
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mayor fires at local firm

EDWARD REED / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg holds up two brightly painted
handguns, one real and one fake, to illustrate the danger of gun paint-
ing kits that are used to make firearms look like toys, Monday.







